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hands of the tanner, they require to undergo the process
of dressing, or currying, to render the leather suitable to
the purposes of the shoemaker, harness-maker, etc. The
leather is first softened by dipping in water and beating
it with a wooden mallet upon a kind of hurdle made of
wicker-work. The mallet, or " mace/' has a handle about
thirty inches long, and on each face of the head are four egg-
shaped pegs of hard wood. With this tool the workman
beats the leather until it is soft and pliable, after which
it is subjected to the process of cleaning. This operation
is performed upon a wooden plank, supported at its centre
by a trestle, while its lower end rests in a strong grooved
frame which keeps the plank in an oblique position. Upon
the upper end of the plank the leather is placed, and the
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workman then takes the two-handled knives (figs. 1 and 2)
alternately and scrapes or shaves the flesh side of the leather,
in order to smooth and level all inequalities. The leather
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is then again soaked in water, and well scoured on the grain
side with pumice stone.